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HNSA ELIZABETH JANE CORBETT MENTORSHIP  

FOR YOUNG ADULT HISTORICAL FICTION 

General 

Opening date: 3 August 2020 at 9am AEST 

Closing date for receipt of entries:  30 September 2020 at 5pm AEST 

Shortlist of 3 manuscripts announced: 2 December 2020 

Winner announced: 9 December 2020   

A non-refundable entry fee of $15 per entry is payable via Trybooking. Payment must be cleared by 

30 September 2020.    

Prize 

In honour of historical novelist, Elizabeth Jane Corbett, the HNSA is offering the chance for a 

previously unpublished author from Australia or New Zealand to receive a mentorship with Wendy J 

Dunn to develop a completed first draft of an unpublished historical fiction manuscript for young 

adults. 

The winner will receive five (5) mentoring sessions at times to be arranged between the winner and 

tutor. Wendy will read and assess the novel in its entirety, then meet with the mentee via Zoom, 

initially for 1-2 hours, to discuss the winner’s inspiration and goals, and to identify ‘roadblocks’ 

requiring Wendy’s assistance. Wendy will provide in-depth feedback on plot, characterisation, 

pacing, dialogue, world building and effective use of research. A flash drive will be provided setting 

out her comments and notes. Four (4) further one (1) hour sessions will then be arranged to track 

process and provide encouragement and support. 

Definition of Historical Fiction for Young Adults: 

1. A novel written at least 50 years after the events described (in 2020, this means the setting 

should be before 1970); or 

2. A novel written by someone who was not alive at the time of those events and who 

therefore approaches them only by research. (If the entire book is set more recently than 

1970, the author’s age will be relevant to determine if the book is deemed to be historical 

fiction.) 

3. Historical sub-genres considered to be historical fiction include historical mystery, historical 

romance, and historical fantasy.  Alternate history, pseudo histories, time-slip novels, 

multiple-time period novels, and parallel narrative novels are also considered historical 

fiction with flexibility to crossover between eras stretching from 50 years or more in the past 

until contemporary times. 

4. For the purposes of this contest, ‘young adult fiction’ is a novel written for a readership age 

group between 12-18 years old. 
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Entry guidelines: 

Important: Please first refer to eligibility criteria to determine if a book is eligible 

1. Entrants must submit a max 500 word synopsis and the first 6000 words of the manuscript. 

2. A non-refundable entry fee of $15 per entry is payable. Payment must be cleared by 30 

September 2020.  

3. Entrants may only submit one entry. 

4. Entrants must submit a nomination form. 

5. Proof of payment of entry fee (via a Trybooking ticket receipt) must accompany the entry. 

6. Entries must be in digital format sent as 3 attachments to the digital receiving email address, 

ejcorbettmentorship@gmail.com  by 5pm on 30 September 2020. The attachments consist 

of the following: 

a) Trybooking receipt 

b) Nomination form 

c) Manuscript excerpt including synopsis 

7. Worldwide copyright will remain with the author. 

8. Judging will be fair and unbiased. The judges’ decision is final and no debate or 

correspondence will be entered into.  

9. The judges will not comment on individual entries. 

10. An email confirmation will be sent to the address from which the submission was made. No 

other correspondence will be entered into. 

11. By submitting an entry, the entrant agrees to be bound by the rules of the contest. 

12. A short list of 3 manuscripts will be announced on 2 December 2020. Entrants of the 

shortlisted manuscripts will be notified after the judges’ decision.  Unsuccessful entrants will 

not be notified.  

13. The winner of the contest will be announced on 9 December 2020. 

14. The judging criteria are excellence in writing, potential and clarity of the project, and skilful 

use of historical research.   

Eligibility criteria: 

1. Authors must be citizens or residents of Australia or New Zealand. 

2. Manuscripts must be historical fiction written for young adults as per the definition set out 

in the rules. 

3. The manuscript must be at least a first draft of a completed manuscript. 

4. Entries must be entirely the work of the entrant and must not at any time have been 

published, self-published, broadcast, or published online on any website or forum (save for a 

closed private forum), or have won or been placed in any other contest. 

5. Authors must not have published any prior novels or novellas (whether historical fiction or 

not) either by self-publishing or through a traditional publisher. Short stories and/ or essays 

are exempted. 

6. Entries that do not meet the eligibility criteria will be removed from contention and not sent 

to the judges.  

7. Entries that do not strictly meet the entry format guidelines will be removed from 

contention and not sent to the judges.  

8. Current members of the HNSA Management Committee, contest administrators, sponsors, 

and judges are ineligible to enter. 
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Entry format 

1. The downloaded HNSA nomination form must be sent as a separate attachment renamed 

with a file name specifying the author’s surname and book title eg 

Surname_TitleofBook.docx  

2. Manuscript excerpts (including the max 500 word synopsis) must be in English, typed in a 

separate Word (.doc or .docx file) document, A4 format, 12 Point Times New Roman font, 

with pages numbered. The file name of the manuscript excerpt (including the synopsis) 

should only specify the title of the book eg TitleofBook.docx and be sent as a separate 

attachment to the nomination form. 

3. The 500 word synopsis must be included in the Word document containing the manuscript. 

4. The manuscript excerpt must be double-line spaced and include a word count at the top of 

the first page. 

5. The title must appear at the top of each page of the manuscript excerpt. 

6. The entrant’s name must not appear on the manuscript excerpt. 

7. Entries will not be returned, so please keep a copy. 

8. No corrections can be made after receipt. 

9. The Trybooking receipt must accompany the entry as a separate digital attachment 

10. Work must be presented professionally, formatted according to the contest rules and spell-

checked. Entries that do not strictly follow these guidelines will be eliminated immediately. 

Tickets are non-refundable. 

About the Judges 

Dr Wendy J Dunn is an Australian author, playwright and poet who has been obsessed by Anne 

Boleyn and Tudor history since she was ten years old. She is the author of three Tudor novels: Dear 

Heart, How Like You This? (the winner of the 2003 Glyph Fiction Award and 2004 runner up in the 

Eric Hoffer Award for Commercial Fiction), The Light in the Labyrinth, (her first young adult novel), 

and Falling Pomegranate Seeds: The Duty of Daughters. She holds a PhD in creative writing and is a 

tutor at Swinburne University of Technology.  

Dr Rachel Le Rossignol is the author of an historical fantasy trilogy published by Odyssey Books 

under the name Rachel Nightingale. It begins with Harlequin’s Riddle and continues with Columbine’s 

Tale. Rachel co-wrote and acted in Murder on the Puffing Billy Express, a 1920’s murder mystery 

show still performed regularly on the iconic Puffing Billy steam train (Melbourne). She holds a 

Masters degree and PhD in creative writing and is a regular speaker at writing events. In 2019 she 

ran a creative writing workshop in beautiful Ubud, Bali. Her plays have been performed in Australia, 

New Zealand and Manila. 

A nomination form is available at our website  

You can buy your $15 non-refundable ticket via Trybooking 


